





Scpeace Park, Eerdhaman 


—— Science Centre 
set up by the National 
Council of Science Museums 
had ils Science Park 
inaugurated on Dee 29, “92 by 
Sho Jyoti Basu, Chief Minister 
of West Bengal. 


The Science Centre 
occupies an area of 5.53 acres 
of which nearly 3 acres is 
dévoted to the magnificient 
Science Park. Fitted out with 
42 participatory exhibits, the 
Park has caught the attention of 
a large number of people, 
young and old. For the people 
visiting the Park, science is no 
more an inexplicable subject. 
Instead they enjoy exploring 
the scientific ideas put forth 


through the working of the. 


exhibits: 


‘Park is the Mobile Science | 


Exhibition bus that is touring 
different schools in Bardhaman 





district. The bus, along with its 
24 exhibits on “The Planet We 
Live In’ has been well 
received. 










Musto hus of Nehru Science Centre, Bombay 


~ SRENCEMOBIL 
MEMAU ae ete 


Nee Science Centre, 
Bombay has prepared a 


Mobile Science Exhibition unit 
on the theme of Man & 
Machine. Dr L Madhav Rao, 
Head, Solid State Physics 
Division, BARC, Bombay 
inaugurated the Exhibition on 
Nov. 11. With a set of 24 
exhibits, the effon will be to 
compare the mechanism of the 
human body with those 
evolved by human beings 
themselves, thereby initiating a 
person to lake greater care of 
his own body, The aim of the 
exhibition is to give an insight 
into and an understanding of a 
structural masterpiece — the 
Auman Body. With added 
attractions like slide and film 
shows, sky watching and 
lectures, the bus will travel to 
rural western India for nine 
months a year. 


















Inter State Coneputer Far at Hirla lied arial & Techoolegeal Museum, Caleta 


‘A constructive competition’ 
was how a young participant 
desenibed the Computer Fair. 
Jointly organised by the 
education departments of 
various eastern region states 
and = =Birla Industrial & 
Technological Museum (BITM) 


Calcutta, between Dec, 18 & 
22, the Fair elicited a 
satisfactory response from 


schools and science clubs. The 
education departments of the 
slate governments of Assam, 


Bihar, Meghalaya, Manipur, 
Mizoram and West Bengal 


organised the Fair at district 
and state levels. The prize 
winners of the state level 
competition participated in the 
Fair, the fifth of its kind, at the 
BITM premises. The Fair 
provided realistic exposure in 
various fields of computer 
utilisation in developing 
curriculum — based software. 
Essay writing, extempore talk 
and quiz were other areas 
which tested the skill of the 
participants. The fair was 
inaugurated by Prof. Sankar 
Sen, Minister for Power, 


Science & Technology and 
Non-conventional Energy 
Sources, Gove of West Bengal. 
Honours in the competitive 
section were evenly shared by 
students from Bihar, Meghalaya, 
West Bengal and other states. 
The valedictary lecture was 
delivered by Prof. B Sen, 
Principal, Bengal Engineering 
College, Shibpur. 


Visvesvaraya Industrial & 
Technological Wiuste win, 
Bangalore organised Computer 
Fair'92 at its own premises, 
between Nov. 18 — 24. It was 
inaugurated by Dr R Sundar of 
Data Processing & Computer 
Faculty Division, ISRO, 
Bangalore. 





The valedictory lecture was 
delivered by Dr B Srinivasan, 
Head of Computer Division, 
National Aeronautical Laboratory, 
Bangalore. 


Regional Science Centre, 
Guwahati, during Dec, 8 — 11, 


"92 held a Computer Fair 
which was inaugurated by 
Dr A K Goswami, Director, 
ST&E Council, Assam. 





Conipater wirerds of enorrow, BTM, Calcutta 


Shrikrehna Science Centre, 
Patna and Byte Consultant 
organised Computer Fair, 
between Nov. 25 & 28. The 
programme inaugurated by Fr 
Lawrence Paschal, SJ., 
Principal of St Xavier's 
School, Patna. 





Competer Fair al Regional Science Centre, Cuwakani 
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Tranefer Line exhibieed in ‘Terapati Seicnce enire 


Meer engineering finds 


extensive application of 
Transfer Machines as pan of 
integrated automation. Transfer 
machines find further use in 
line production. The appli- 
cation of Transfer Machine 
increases productivity. 


Developed by Visvesvaraya 
Industrial & Technological 
Museum, Bangalore, the 


Obaencing Foucault's Pendeluan at web 





up-coming Science centre al 
Tirupati houses an automatic 
Transfer Line exhibit in its 
Motion Gallery. The exhibit 
includes operations of lifts, 
elevators, spiral chute slide, 
Roller conveyor, chain shift, 
finger shift, screw elevator, 
curve chute slide, mechanical 
vibrator, vertical lift, magnetic 
transfer, chordal shift, belt 
conveyor and auto hand shift. 
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A: the Inter University 
Sentre for Astronomy and 


Astrophysics, Pune, is i 
demonstration unit explaining 
the diurnal rotation of the 
Earth. Leon Foucault, a French 
Physicist, demonstrated 
the rotation of the earth in 
1851 by a pendulum = as 
massive as 62 pounds in 
weight and 200 feet in length 
hung from the 
Pantheon in Paris. 


first 


dome af 








Poucwalt’s Penduluen exheabined at Intce 
Univoisity Contre bor Asarononay and 


Asnnaph ian: a Pune 


The demonstration unit 
consists of a Foucault's 
Pedulum developed by Central 
Research de Training 
Laboratory al Calcutta. By 
repeatedly noting the place of 
swing of the Pendulum, it will 
be found that the Pendulum's 
plane has apparently shifted by 
an amount that depends on the 
latitude of the place, 


SCIENCE CENTRE NEWS 











Anniversary Celebration of Shrikrichna Scieaee Cenare, Patna 


Shrikrishna Science Centre, 
Patna celebrated the birth 
anniversary of Dr Shriknishna 
Singh on Oct. 21, "92 with 
much enthusiasm. Md Shaffi 
Oureshi, Hon"ble Governor of 


Bihar, inaugurated the 
programme while Shri Sita 
Ram Keshari, Cabinet 


Minister, Govt of India, was 
the Chief Guest who gave 


away prizes to winners of 


Science Quiz and Write-Up 
Contest. 

Birla Industrial & Tech- 
nological Museum Organised a 
Workshop on ‘Superstition and 
science’ during Oct. 26-30, "92. 
Shri B Premananda showed 
how the miracke workers 


use science to tick people. 





The Workshop included 
exciting demonstration on the 
effects of illusions, use of 
chemicals, use of mechanical 





Worksbopom ‘Superstiiion & Seience’, 
BIT, (Calkcotta 


instruments «and gadgets, 
tarnishing photographs, 
crealing ghost images, etc, The 
Workshop held during Oct. 


was attended by 13 educational 


Hosouring the mertorious by District Science Cente, Purulia 


slaff from Calcutta, Bhuba- 
neswar, Patna and Purulia. 
Birla Industrial de 


Technological Museum and 
Indian Association for Colour 
Transparency organised a 
festival of ‘Colour 
Transparency” during Dec. 5-6, 
“92, Themes like Renewable 
Sources of Energy, Glimpses 
of India, World of Insects, 
Indian sea coasts, Wasteland 
Reclamation, Energy through 
Ages, Wildlife Horticulture, 
Himalaya, Tribal Culture, ete 
were treated at length by many 


renowned Scientists and 
educationists. 
District Science Centre, 


Purulia organised between 
Dec. 2 and 24 two Teachers’ 
Training Programmes where 
teachers received theoretical 
and practical training and help 
in preparing teaching aids. The 
Centre celebrated — its 
anniversary week during Dec. 
13 — 22 with great pomp that 
included a variely of 
programmes viz. sit and draw 
competitions, film shew, anti- 
superstition demonstrations, 
planetarium shows, tree 
identification & birdwatching 
and popular lectures. 


District Science Centre, 
Tirunelveli Organised a young 
scientist's corner’ on Oct. 12, 
"92 where the 


alse 


SCIENLSIS in 


making can pul on display, 
ideas and works evolved by 
them. The first model put on 
display was that of a solar 








Aatomomy Farr Diariet Science Cence, Tirunelveli 


heater designed by S Reginald 
of Govt. Higher Secondary 
School, Reddiarpatti. 


District Science Centre, 
Tirunelveli @9d- Nehru Yuva 
Kendra did a good job of 
arranging a community 
training programme for the 
rural youth, during Oct. 12 — 
24. Self employment through 
mushroom cultivation, radio 
servicing, silk screen printing 
and other small scale units 
were stressed upon to give a 
well grounded knowledge in 
matters of lifestyle. There were 
popular lectures on environ- 
ment, health & hygiene, family 
welfare, etc. 


Popular lecture on Scientific 
Heritage of India, street play 
competitions on environment 
were some of the programmes 
that helped school students 
from Tirunelveli celebrate the 
birth anniversary of Sir C V 
Raman, in a befitting manner 
on Nov. 7. DSC, Tirunelveli 
was the organiser. 


SCIENCE CENTRE NEWS 


The 
organised by DSC, Tirunelveli 


Astronomy Fair 
at St Montefort’s Higher 
Secondary School, Yercaud on 
Nov. 13 & 14 evoked a good 
response among public and 
students as they enjoyed 
exhibitions on solar system, 
listened to popular lectures on 
astronomy and sky-watched. 


In collaboration with 
Manonmanium Sundarmar 
University, an university level 
science seminar was organised 
on Nov. 21 by DSc 
Tirunelveli on the = theme 
‘Ongin of Fifth Kingdom of 
Life’. Prof Natarajan was. the 
main speaker. He also declared 


hat 


Exhibition at Astooomy Far, DSC, Torawelveli 





open “A Science Today’ corner 
where the latest information on 
scientific developments 
collected by students would be 
displayed henceforth. And on 
Dec. 5, the University and 
DSC organised a popular 
lecture on Marine 
Bio-Technology by Dr 
Kalimurrahaman, at the DSC 
auditorium. 


Indian Medical Association 
ane psc, Tiruneivedi 
organised a scientific meet on 
the theme of ‘Depression and 
Anti-depressants’, on Nov, 29. 


BM Birla Science Centre, 
Hyderabad and French 
Embassy organised an 
exhibition on bio-technology 
between Nov. 30 & Dec. 6, 
"O23. Well attended by members 
of the public and schimal 
students, the exhibiton also 
included a popular lecture on 
Marine Bio-technology by Dr 
Kalimurrmahaman, 
College, Tirunelveli. 


Pisheries 


| 








NATURE NEWS 
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Athoeght on the ced to save the planet Earth 


Ds October, DSC 
Gulbarga and Karnataka 
Forest Dept, together, 
celebrated Wildlife Week. An 
essay competition 
organised where 55 students 
participated. 

District Science Centre, 
Dharampur jn collaboration 
with Department of Forest, 
Nehru Yuva Kendra, Valsad, 


WS 


and Environment Awareness 
Group of South Gujarat 
organised Nature Education 


Camp'92 at Dungarda in the 
Dangs district between Nov. 8 
& 10. The Camp helped the 
participants gear themselves 
well to study and understand 


nature. Nature watch, sky 
watch, map reading and 
popular bectures and film 
shows were the mainstay of the 
programme, 


Birla Industrial & Tech- 
nological Museum held its 
1992 Nature Study Camp in 
Simlipal National Park, Orissa 
from Oct. 17-21, 1992. Forty 
students were selected from 
rural schools from Howrah, 
Hooghly and 24-Parganas 





(South & Nonh). A team of 
eight experts including three 


officers from NCSM 
accompanied this group. 
Programmes included a lot of 
field work to create sufficient 
practical awareness on nature 
and environment. 

In each field-inp — parti- 
cipants were guided to identify 
and study the trees in the area, 
to identify and study the rocks 
and minerals through which 
they came to know the type of 
nature prevalent in the Lulung 
area. In the evening, the 
participants were shown the 
different stars and star groups 
in the night sky and on another 
evening, in the indoor class, 
the participants, in groups 
prepared *hands-on’ project on 
Astronomy. In addition to 
these, there were classes on 
insects and butterflies, jungle 
craft, first-aid, understanding 
maps and map-reading, 
surrounding lafd-forms etc, 
During the Nature Trek to 
Sitakund, the participants were 
sometimes drawn into the 
denser part of the forest and 


were shown the pugmarks and 
foot prints of different wild 
animals and birds starting from 
a small peacock to a large 
elephant - thus planting a zeal 
of becoming a nature detective 
amongst the participants. 


Nature Fair 1992 was 
organised by BITM in 
collaboration with World Wide 
Fund For Nature - India. The 
Fair included a competitive 
exhibition entitled “Save Planet 


Earth’ and exhibition of 
creative arts and crafis on 
wildlife and animals from 


BITM’s Pet Library. About 
150 students from 13 schools 
of Dum Dum and Calcutta 
participated with their 
posters and models. It 
inaugurated by Shri Subimal 
Roy, Chief Wildlife Warden, 
Forest Directorate, 
West Bengal, on Nov, 28 and 
continued upto Nov, 30, 
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Pet care af Birla ledustnal & Technological 
Museum 





Indo-US workshop oa water 


he Indo-US workshop on 

‘Water’ was held in 
California Museum of Science 
and Indusiry , between Oct & 
and 10. The Indian participants 
included Dr Saroj Ghose, 
Director General of NCSM, 
Calcutta, R M Chakraborty, 
Director, NSC, Bombay, § 
Goswamy, Director, BITM, 
Calcutta and G S Rautela, 
Project Co-ordinator, HOSTE , 
New Delhi. The participants 
from USA included David 
Bibas, Curator, California 
Museum of Science & 
Industry, Shab Levy, President, 
Levy Design, Oregon, 


Maureen McConnel, Exhibit 





Designer, Museum of Science, 


Boston, Kathleen McLean, 
Principal, Independent Exhibi- 





California Museum of Science 
and Industry, Dr Diane Perloy, 
Curator, California Museum of 
Science and Industry, Peter 
Vorster, Consultant, Oakland, 
Alexandra Wilson, Exhibits 
Designer, Califomia Museum 
of Science and Industry. 


The US participants spoke 
at length about the activities 
being undertaken in their 
country - water exhibits for the 
Oakland Museum and CMSI, 





Preseataten of « project in lade-US workshop on water 


tions, Berkeley, Dr Ann 
Muscat, Dy Director for 
Exhibits and Education, 


f=) 


Water Atlas for California, etc. 
Indian participants too pave an 
idea of the work being done at 
home - Shri Chakraborty dealt 
with water exhibits at NSC, 
Bombay and RSC, Lucknow, 
Shri Rautela spoke on 
exhibit-plans for New Delhi 
and DSC, Tirunelveli while 
Shn Goswamy gave ideas on 
exhibit design with water. The 
close interaction between 
participants helped them to 
come up with some brilliant 
working ideas, 


SCIENCE CENTRE NEWS 





District Science Centre, 
Tirunelveli and Aids Prevention 
Society jointly orgasnised a 
one-day programme to 
commemmorate World Aids Day 
on Dec, 1, "92. A month long 
poster exhibition was 
inaugurated by chief guest 
Dr R OD Ravindran, Chief 
Medical Officer, Aravind Eye 
Hospital, Tirunelveli. 

On Dec. 
Science Centre, Tirunelveli and 
Eyebank, Tirunelveli Medical 
College organised Blindness 
Eradication Awareness 
Programme for a large section 
of rural people through a series 
of lectures on eye protection, 
eye diseases and their 
treatment. 

An Astronomy Fair was 
organised in connection with 
the Ramanujam birth 
anniversary at DSC, Tirunelveli 
from Dec. 22-25, "92 which 
included planetarium shows, 
exhibition on solar system, sky 
observation, astro kit 
demonstration, etc. A popular 
lecture on “Indian Mathematics 
- Past & Present’ was delivered 
by Prof L Janakiraman, Former 
Professor ‘of Mathematics, Shiri 


Paramakalyani College, 
Alwarkurichi. 

Visvesvaraya Industrial & 
Technological Museum, 


Bangalore at their museum 
auditorium, on Dee. 4, “92 
atranged for a university level 
college seminar on the theme 
‘We and the Ocean’. The 


12, "92 District 


seminar was repeated on Dec. 
31, 92 at Govindram Seksaria 
Science College, Belgaum. 
District Science Centre, 
Gulbarga organised a series of 
programmes that covered a 


broad spectrum. From time to. 


time, hobby courses were 
organised on subjects like 
Physics, Chemistry, 
Electronics, Astronomy and 
computer awareness and these 
were well-attended, In 
collaboration with Education 
Dept, the Centre organised a 
Science Quiz Contest that was 
attended by 18 students from 9 
schools. In collaboration with 
District Council of Science & 
Technology, the Centre 
organised  ‘Parsar Utsav’ 
between Nov, 7 and 14 where 
32 schools participated in 
events like elocution and essay 
competition, seminar, painting 
competition and a students’ 
rally. In November, the Centre 
collaborated with DDPI to 





Hobby course on Ebaciroates 


select students for the District 
Level Science Quiz. In 
December, an Electronics 
Hobby Course was onganised 
for high school students. On 
Dec. 3, a popular lecture on the 
topic “Development of Science 
and Technology" was delivered 
by Shri S P Hiremath, It was 
well attended. 
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